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Each of the Cadet Corps were able to sit for a commemorative
photograph many of which can be downloaded and shared via
the Trust’s new website. The Trust also presented each Cadet
with a commemorative booklet as a memento of their brief
time at Shorncliffe, which many have said will be with them
for all time.

“O Canada” - Vimy 100: The Shorncliffe Trust
provides a lasting memory at Shorncliffe Military Cemetery.
On Thursday, 6th April 2017, the Trust welcomed 300 Canadian
Cadets who were part of EF Tours visit to the Vimy 100
commemoration in France attended by Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau, Princes Charles, William and Harry.
The Cadets listened attentively to the moving story of the
Canadian Expeditionary Forces stationed at Shorncliffe during
the First World War; how they lived and trained at the
Garrison and the many satellite camps over this little corner of
England which has become forever Canada.

The connection with Canada has never been lost as every year
since 1917 with the exception of a few years during WW2,
local school children have placed flowers on Canadian Graves.
Since 1919 the event has taken place on the nearest Friday to
Canada Day ensuring that there will always be a piece of
Canada in Folkestone

The Cadets were led from the Garrison, marching down Sandy
Lanes; the same route their forefathers took 100 years ago.
Tributes were led by Trust Chairman, Chris Shaw, the Rev
Brian McHenry from Orpington’s Canadian Corner and Captain
Terry Plant CD, 287 Beaumont Spitfires RCACS.
The Cadets heard tales of soldiers not much older than
themselves living life to the full, engaging with the local
community; of letters home and of those who never returned
to Canada with over 300 who remain in the Shorncliffe
Military Cemetery today.
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War at Shorncliffe

The Team in Arras
Following the Shorncliffe commemoration, Trust Chairman
Chris Shaw and his gallant team of re-enactors travelled to
Arras with EF Tours participating in the 100th anniversary event
where an estimated 60,000 people attended.
The Trust were one of a handful of UK organisations to have a
stand in the Artois Exhibition Centre; and the team were kept
very busy with around 4000 people visiting the Shorncliffe Stand
each day, although they did find some time to explore the
streets of Arras in full kit as the photograph shows.
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The team were also welcomed by the Mayors party who shared
their lunch with them and happily posed for photographs.

On 25th May 1917, the Gotha Bombing of Folkestone and
Shorncliffe caused significant casualties, with 18 military
personnel and 61 local residents being killed in the Tontine
Street bomb which devastated Stokes Family Greengrocers.
Margaret Care a direct descendant of the Stokes Family worked
for several years to research and find relatives of those lost
bringing them together at a commemoration and plaque
unveiling at the exact time 6.22pm, 100 years later. On 27th
May, the Shorncliffe Trust marked those killed at Shorncliffe with
three special heritage tours where over 70 people enjoyed
guided tours of the former ‘back door training area’ at
Shorncliffe ending in the Shorncliffe Military Cemetery where the
soldiers were laid to rest.

Armed Forces Covenant
The Shorncliffe Trust recently signed
its Armed Forces Covenant showing
its commitment to those who serve or
have served in the armed forces of
the Crown and their Families. The
Shorncliffe Trust recognises the value
of serving personnel, reservists,
veterans and military families bring to
our organization and we will seek to
uphold the principles of the Armed
Forces Covenant, by amongst others

With the Mayor of Monchy le Preux

Re-enactors took a number of Cadets through their paces in the
trench experience and postcards from Shorncliffe were handed
out as a reminder to those who visited the stand.
.

•
•
•
•
•
•

promoting that we are armed forces-friendly;
organising annual respect and remember services at the
Shorncliffe Cemetery;
working to create a Heritage and Education Centre;
offering support to our local cadet units, either in our local
community or in local schools,
seeking to support the employment of veterans’ young and
old;
striving to support the employment of Service spouses and
partners.

Shorncliffe’s World Wide Web

Pleased to help!
During recent Heritage Tours and awareness events, the
Shorncliffe Trust has been overwhelmed by offers of support
from people who wish to be more involved. If you would like
to support through volunteering under any of the following
headings:

Thanks to a KCC grant provided by now retired KCC Cllr Hod
Birkby, the Shorncliffe Trust has launch its brand-new website.
After a seamless transition from the old to the new, David
Hoe, owner of local web company LocaleBiznet Web Design
has turned our specification requirements into an interactive
and creative website, which offers information about the
Trust and Shorncliffe. It hosts event photo galleries allowing
images to be shared via social media or email and offers
features for viewing Shorncliffe related media stories.
Information on the website will be constantly growing as the
Trust move forward with a number of different projects. The
website offers increased capabilities for interaction and
developing new relationships with visitors to the website
whilst creating opportunities for fundraising.

•

Event Stewarding

•

Heritage Tour Guide / Historical Interpreter

•

Fundraising for the Trust

•

Educational outreach

•

Re-enactment groups

•

Professional skills support such as legal, financial,
marketing, HR and Volunteering support etc

Or you could bring any other skills to the attention of the
Trustees, we would be delighted to hear from you.
Our future aspirations to obtain a building in which to create a
Heritage and Education Centre will also look to link in with
local historical collectors who might wish to showcase their
items within the new premises.

Events Diary
Ensure you ‘save the date’ for future Shorncliffe Trust events:

On the website, visitors and supporters are able to:
•

Subscribe to receive News updates from the Trust

•

Access resources and documents (early stages)

•

Purchase Trust items* and publications

•

Join our Friends Scheme

•

Donate by way of our Memory Wall

•

Sponsor Lanterns for the Light in the Darkest Hour event

The Trustees are looking forward to new possibilities from the
website which will make for better communication and create
greater awareness of the activity of the Trust.
*To coincide with the launch of the new website, the Trust are
pleased to offer an exclusive range of Shorncliffe Poppy
Jewellery. These matching pewter and enamel items comprise
a Poppy pin; Earrings and Necklace and are made locally in
Folkestone by ‘Ancestors’ who also make our Shorncliffe Pin
Badges, also available to purchase on our new website, or
FREE to members. The Shorncliffe Poppy items are offered at
a special introductory rate for the remainder of 2017.
Find out more by visiting: www.shorncliffe-trust.org.uk

Heritage Open Days; 9th / 10th September; Register your
interest in the Trust’s Heritage Interpretation Tours of the
former back door training area at Shorncliffe. FREE
Light in the Darkest Hour; The Unremembered, Shorncliffe
Military Cemetery; 9th September. This year’s event will be
filmed by Channel 4 as part of their documentary on the
Chinese Labour Corp. FREE
Animals at War; Fundraising event, 24th September
Shorncliffe Lectures; November date TBC
Flanders & the Menin Gate – 21st April 2018, Details to follow
Why not book our services for a fascinating talk on various
aspects of the Military Heritage of Shorncliffe. For further
information contact: secretary@shorncliffe-trust.org.uk
Subscribe to news via our website to receive event updates

Ontario Coat of Arms

Fundraising and Friends
Fundraising plays a significant part in our ability to achieve our
aspirations. If you can help support our endeavours to create a
unique heritage and education experience at Shorncliffe,
birthplace of the modern British Army, then we would be
delighted to receive your Friends Membership form available
to download on our website. Please contact us if you wish to
discuss sponsorship options to continue Shorncliffe’s legacy.
Friends - Individuals £15 per annum – (Couples £25 pa)
• Shorncliffe ‘Make History ....Save History’ Lapel Badge (2)
• Shorncliffe Trust e-Newsletter
• Priority booking opportunities for Shorncliffe Trust Events
• 20% discount on your Lecture and Event Ticket(s)
• 20% discount on Shorncliffe Trust produced Books
• 20% discount on your ticket(s) for walking tours
• Opportunities for discounts on books available from
visiting lecturers (Subject to availability)
If you are in a position to help the Trust take major steps
towards our aspirations; we welcome you as a major donor.

On Sunday 14th May, members of the Shorncliffe Trust were
delighted to attend the unveiling of the newly restored
Ontario Coat of Arms at All Saint Church in Orpington. The
nearby Orpington hospital was the site of a military hospital
during World War one and many Canadian soldiers were sent
to Orpington via the mainline railway from Folkestone.
During the war years a beautiful coat of arms was carved by
the Canadian soldiers convalescing at Orpington.
Following the closure of the hospital the coat of arms ended
up on a skip but was rescued by a member of the All Saints
congregation who immediately saw the importance of the
item. Following extensive restoration work the coat of arms
was unveiled during Sunday service at all Saints. The vicar
thanked those that had helped with the project including Chris
Shaw and the Shorncliffe Trust for their efforts in identifying
the importance of the piece and for their support in 2016 at
the Canadian Corner commemoration service. Many
Canadians who did not survive their wounds or succumbed to
illness whilst in Orpington Hospital, where buried at All Saints
in an area of the grave yard that became known as Canadian
Corner. The Trust provided a pop up display for the event.

MAJOR DONOR – for 2 persons – Annual donation £500
•

•

•

Inset days (dates to be agreed): Familiarisation visit,
historical interpretation tour of the Shorncliffe Redoubt
and Back Door Training Area and lunch
VIP Invitation to all Shorncliffe open events and their
receptions; which include:
o Commemoration of the death of Sir John Moore
o Light in the Darkest Hour
o Shorncliffe Lectures
1 set of ‘The Shorncliffe Lectures’, Volume 1, 2 and 3.
This series of books covers topics relating to Shorncliffe through
the centuries, edited by Dr Stephen Summerfield in association
with Ken Trotman Publishing.

•
•

Shorncliffe ‘Make History ....Save History’ lapel Badges
Recognition of support on Shorncliffe Trust’s website.

CLUBS, SOCIETIES AND HERITAGE ORGANISATIONS
Contact us to discuss options for reciprocal member benefits

CORPORATE PARTNERS AND SPONSORS
Could your business benefit from a connection to the
Shorncliffe Trust? Shorncliffe Trustees; Corporate Partners
and Sponsors are passionate about history and heritage by
helping to preserve the legacy at Shorncliffe for future
generations. Contact us for further details.

A LEGACY; After providing for loved ones, many find that
they have an opportunity to remember a charity in their will.
If you wish to find out about this process, please contact us.
Find out more: email community@shorncliffe-trust.org.uk
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