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i n t r o d u c t i o n

This document examines the discovery of a collection of photos, personal effects, letters and telegrams
regarding my great uncle Arthur Charles Snow. Arthur tragically died of pneumonia in 1924 and was laid to
rest at Shorncliffe Military Cemetery by his comrades of the 9th Field Coy. Royal Engineers.
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1983 - Present

Stephen Swann
1955 - Present
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1907 - 1965 
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1905 - 1982

M y  r e l a t i o n  t o  A r t h u r

ARTHUR CHARLES SNOW 4



A r t h u r ' s  E a r l y  L i f e

Arthur Charles Snow was born on the 19th of Feburary 1904.
The photograph above shows baby Arthur with his father
Charles and his mother Emily. 

The Snow's family address at this time was 3 Roseberry
Terrace, Frieze Hill, Taunton TA1 1EZ. The house still exists
today.
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Arthur was baptised on the
6th of April 1904 at St
James' Church, Taunton.
The photo above is the
church interior in 1912. The
image on the right is the
church circa 1904 and the  
image below is Arthur's
baptism certificate.
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Attestation is the process of swearing allegiance to the monarch and being formally accepted into their service as a

member of the armed forces.

The document below is Army Form B.267A which was first introduced in 1880 and used for men signing up for long

service - 12 years' service. This document shows that Arthur was attested into the Royal Engineers at the Central

London Recruiting Depot, Whitehall on the 20th of October 1919 when he was 15 years old.

This document is the most fragile of all the documents discovered relating to Arthur.

m i l i t a r y  A t t e s t a t i o n
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R A N K  O F  B O Y  I N  T H E  R O Y A L  E N G I N N E R S  

L i f e  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y

A certificate of good character

Birth or baptism certificate which Arthur

appears to have used (see page 4)

Proof of elementary school education to at

least Standard V

Written parental consent 

The Regulations for Recruiting for the Regular

Army published in 1903 laid out the criteria

under which boys aged between fourteen and

seventeen years could be recruited and the

roles they were permitted to take on. Any boy

enlisting in this way had to produce:

Boys could enlist for a trade, in which case

their Terms of Engagement were less flexible.

Arthur enlisted as an electrical engineer which

you can see in his notebook on page 18. 

For boys being enlisted to the Royal Engineers,

they could serve as trumpeters, buglers or

musicians. Their main service started on their

18th birthday.

The image above is Arthur's name plate which was possibly used on a trunk or suitcase. The image below is

Arthur on the right possibly on the day he got his uniform and then sent this photo to his parents. 
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Royal Engineers group photo 
Arthur appears to be on the top row 5th from left.

Physical education group photo 
Arthur appears to be on the bottom row 5th from left.
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The photo above with "R.E. Sports. 3." written on it was amongst the discovered photos of Arthur.
"R.E" is the Royal Engineers however I cannot determine where he is in the lineup.

The photo below appears to be the Royal Engineers given the uniforms but as with the top image
I cannot determine where Arthur is.
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The photo on the left shows Arthur on the right
during boxing training. On the back of this photo it
reads "To Violet from Arthur XXXXXXXXXX" 

In Arthurs notebook there is 2 references to
"Violet Lane" and he was expecting her photo in
return. See the notebook references on pages 16
and 25. 

Also in Arthur's notebook on page 16 is a
reference to a Master C. Lane of 11 St Augustine
St, Taunton, possibly Violet’s brother?

T H E
S W E E T H E A R T ?
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In 1861 the Army Certificate of Education was introduced as a new inducement towards learning. On

the recommendation of the Council of Military Education three levels or standards were set out and

were linked with promotion in the ranks.

M i l i t a r y  E d u c a t i o n

The document on the left is Arthur's third-
class certificate which specified the
standard for promotion to the rank of
corporal. The candidate was to read aloud
and to write from dictation passages from
an easy narrative, and to work examples in
the four compound rules of arithmetic and
the reduction of money.

It is often forgotten how important the army
was in educating working class men in the
early twentieth century. Many young men
joining the military had very limited
education, few were truly literate thanks to
nineteenth century reforms of the
education system. Many had left school at a
very young age and had only limited
reading, writing and arithmetic skills.

The army education certificates encouraged
them to learn and prepared them for
potential promotion whilst giving an ever
more technical military a pool of better
educated and more useful men.
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The document below is Arthur's second-class certificate, necessary for promotion
to sergeant, entailed writing and dictation from a more difficult work, familiarity
with all forms of regimental accounting, and facility with proportions and interest,
fractions and averages.

Arthur references passing both his first and second class certificate of education
exams in his notebook on page 18. 
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The item on the left is Arthur's Royal
Engineers Permanent Pass which allowed him
to be away from his military unit for a limited
period of time. Time away on a pass was not
counted against leave, the annual allotment
of days off from duty.

The front bears Royal Engineers cap badge
with  the crown & cypher of King George V.

Inside it is stamped with 22nd Fortress  
Company. Fortress Companies were
responsible for the maintenance of the
defences at those places designated as
fortresses. They also worked with Royal
Garrison Artillery, operating defence electric
lights to illuminate  enemy vessels which ties
in with Arthur's choice to learn his trade as an
electrical engineer (see notebook reference
on page 18) 

p e r s o n a l  e f f e c t s
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Arthur's brown leather wallet,
bearing his initials A. C. S. in gold
leaf, which contained his notebook.

The notebook is extremely fragile
with most of the pages written in
pencil. 
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P A G E  O N E
Contains Arthur's name and an address of 27
[illegible] Uxbridge Road, Shepherd's Bush London
W12. 11-4-19.

P A G E  T W O
Address of Arthur's friends in Taunton. As well as
Master C. Lane there is also a Violet Lane
mentioned later in the notebook who  could have
been the recipient of the photo on page 11.   

a r t h u r ' s  n o t e b o o k
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P A G E  T H R E E  
"Write to Miss V Lane, expecting her photo" could
this be "Violet" from the photo on page 11? 

P A G E  F O U R  
Appears to be written upside down compared to all
the other pages in the notebook. Possibly revision
for his third or second class exams which he
passed. See the certificates on pages 12  and 13. 
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P A G E  F I V E  
"Learn my trade as Electrical Engineer"

"Passed my 3 rd Class 1919 Nov 1919"

"Sat for 2nd exam 30th January 1920 at Clarrence
B[illegible] yard" 

Arthur's certificates for both these exams survive
and are on pages 12 and 13. 

P A G E  S I X  
"Had hd photo in January 1920" hd could be an

abbreviation of "head" and Authur could be

referring to this head photo below, the original un-

restored, un-colurised version used on the front

cover of this document.
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P A G E  S E V E N  
"Gave a weeks notice onThursday 24th April 1919, Left Thursday 1st May 1919"

"Left Taunton for London"  

This could be Arthur requesting leave to help the family move from 3 Roseberry Terrace, Frieze Hill,

Taunton to 27 Bryony Road, Shepards Bush, London W.12.

"Started work on May 5th Monday 1919. Eastern Telegraph Co. Finsbury Pavement, London W.2"

This is Arthur referencing his fathers new job and the reason for the family's relocation from Taunton to

London. Charles Snow's job for the Eastern Telegraph Co. is confirmed in the Arthur's death notices on

page 48. 
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P A G E  E I G H T  
"F.5417"
"Aeroplane went over place! August Monday"
"4-August 1919"
"No F.5417 about 300 yards up"
"This aeroplane in papers on July 29th"
"Found it October 4th"
"G-EASL"

F.5417 was a was a Handley Page O/400

biplane bomber used by Britain during

the First World War. When built, the Type

O was the largest aircraft that had been

built in the UK and one of the largest in

the world.  The Type O made such an

impression that for many years after the

war any large aircraft in Britain was

referred to as a "Handley Page", even

getting a dictionary entry.

This would explain why Arthur added this

event to his notebook and it's funny to

think that Arthur spent 3 months in 1919

trying to find out more about F.5417 in

newspapers and nearly 100 years later I

am doing the same thing, trying to find

about F.5417 on the internet!

G-EASL was a Handley Page O/10 12

passenger transport variant. It's possible

Aurthur may have been based near the

Handley Page factory at this time.
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P A G E  N I N E  
"Engineering"
"Would like to learn [illegible] in January"
"Gymnastics"
"Would like to be a boxer”
"Trade:-"
"Would like to learn operating. know”
“Morse code”

This seems to be Arthur setting himself goals for
his training. 

P A G E  T E N  
"Present from Miss Webber & Miss W[illegible] a
gold tie pin"

"Got uniform on May 1919"

Arthur was 15 at this time so this was his first
uniform for the rank of  "Boy" possibly the same
uniform from the photo on page 8.
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P A G E  E L E V E N  
A list of London tourist attractions but interestingly
Arthur attended the Peace Day parade in London,
19 July 1919 and saw prime minister David Lloyd
George .

"Trafalgar Square on"
"Peace Day"

"Saw Lloyd George" 
"coming from"
"Buckingham Palace"
"Saw the Palace [illegible]"
"going though the"
"City"

P A G E  T W E L V E  
A continuation of the London tourist attractions
Arthur visited during the Peace Day parade in
London, 19 July 1919. 

When the Treaty of Versailles was signed on 28th
June, Saturday 19th July was declared a bank
holiday, known as Peace Day. King George V called
it, a ‘festival of victory’ in London, including a
victory parade with 15,000 Allied forces troops led
by their commanders and thousands of people in
attendance.

Video of this event at Trafalgar Square can be seen
at: 
https://www.britishpathe.com/asseit/95408/
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P A G E  T H I R T E E N
A list of training activities and "F.5417 300 yards up & G-EAAE Saw a man go up Nelsons Monument to
take down the trimmings of Peace Day. Lord Mayor's Coach"  

Handley Page O/400 F.5417 from page eight is mentioned again along with G-EAAE, another Handley
Page O/10 12 passenger transport variant, photographed above where you can get a sense of the size of
these aircraft. The photo on the right shows Nelson's Column on peace day with the trimmings Arthur
mentions. Could the aeroplane on the top left of the photo be F.5417 or G-EAAE? 
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P A G E  F O U R T E E N  
"Promoted 1st March 1922" 

This was 11 days after Arthur's 18th birthday so he will have been promoted from
Boy to Sapper. 
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P A G E  F I F T E E N  
An impressive list of potential sweethearts! Violet
Lane is mentioned again with a tick next her name  
along with three other girls. Could these be girls
who Arthur has sent his photo to? 

P A G E  S I X T E E N  
The addresses for all the potential sweethearts on
the previous page. 
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P A G E  S E V E N T E E N  
Even more potential sweethearts along with what
looks like betting odds. 

P A G E  E I G H T E E N  
"Joined R.E 8th on" 
"29th October 1919"
"Stationed at Chatham"

Chatham is the Royal Engineers headquarters and
the Royal School of Military Engineering.

"Mr G Snow"

I've not been able to find any relation of Arthur's
with a first name beginning with G. 
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P A G E  N I N E T E E N  
Yet more potential sweetheart addresses. Miss
Elsie Betty is also mentioned on page fifteen of his
notebook, one of the girls with a tick next them.
Alice Webber is also mentioned on page ten of his
notebook "Present from Miss Webber" 

P A G E  T W E N T Y  
"Miss Bending"
"H.M. Coastguard"
"C/o Down"

The surname Bending is Arthur's mothers maiden
name so this could be a cousin. Also note the lack
of first name compared to other entires. 
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P A G E  T W E N T Y - O N E  
"Mrs Rayland"  Following her second marraige,  
Arthur's maternal grandmothers surname changed
to Rayland. So as with "Miss Bending" on the
previous page and with the lack of first name or
initial I suspect this is another cousin. 

P A G E  T W E N T Y - T W O
This page has been written in pen and thus is much
more readable than the previous pages. Arthur has
joined the Monkton United football club playing as
centre forward and is the vice captain. 
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P A G E  T W E N T Y - T H R E E  
A team listing for Arthur's newly formed football
club detailed on the previous page.

P A G E  T W E N T Y - F O U R
Morse code which would have been very handy to
have in his wallet. This has been originally written
in pencil and then then overwritten in pen. 
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P A G E  T W E N T Y - F I V E
A collection of street names from Gosport and
Portsmouth, likely from when Arthur was stationed
at Fort Monkton.  It is unclear what these street
names are for. 

P A G E  T W E N T Y - S I X
This looks like Arthur was planning to obtain
revision books for his next exam, possibly the first-
class certificate which he would never be able to
take.

The address on the bottom right  is for Bovington
Camp, the same place where his brother Reg was
stationed but the service number is different.
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This section has been included so a face can be put to the letter on the next page.
Arthur’s brother Reginald is on the bottom row first left of the photo above. 

Reginald was in the Royal Tank Corps. In the photo below, I believe Reginald is on the
top row, fourth from left. These two photos were amongst the photos of Arthur.

A r t h u r ’ s  B r o t h e r  R e g i n a l d
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a r t h u r ' s  l e t t e r  t o  r e g  

T R A N S C R I P T I O N
Boy R.W. Snow
787365
Hut D.7 Fld Coy
W. T. B. Royal Tank Corp
Bovington Camp
Wool
Dorset

Spr A. C. Snow
No. 1859314
9th Field Coy R.E
Shorncliffe

Dear Reg,
Just these few lines in
answer to your letter which I received
this morning, hoping it left you
in the best the same as it has
reached me. Well Reg I suppose
you are glad you are getting
your ticket, I bet, & I bet you had
the wind up when dad sent down
& cancelled it eh, but its alright
now, I know I should have liked to
have had mine once but I don’t
want it now. Well all I can say
is good luck to you Reg & hope
you get on outside. Well Reg my
leg is a lot better thank goodness
& in about a weeks time I think
that it will be properly alright.
Well Reg I think this is all this time
so cheerio, your Loving Bro Arthur xxxxxx
If you get home before expected don’t forget to
write to me.

N O T E S
I have read that getting your “ticket" means getting one's discharge papers and "sent down" simply means that
Reg’s father, Charles Snow, contacted the army and reversed the discharge request. It sounds like Reg got his own
way though, and received his "ticket", as Arthur hopes that he will "get on outside", i.e. be OK in civilian life, outside
the army. I believe this letter was kept as it was the last letter Aurthur wrote. There is a “24” stamp on the
envelope, the year Arthur died and the letter is from Shorncliffe, where he died. 
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What follows are the letters and telegrams relating to Arthur’s
sudden and tragic death from pneumonia.

The story as told by my Grandmother, Jeannette Burrows, as told
to her by my Great Grandmother Lily Snow was that Arthur was
on a military exercise, got soaking wet and refused to change his
uniform which caused pneumonia.

Unfortunately there is nothing to confirm this story in the
documents discovered but Arthur’s letter to Reg could be a clue
to what happened. 

In Arthur’s letter to his brother Reg on the previous page he
states “Well Reg my leg is a lot better thank goodness & in about
a weeks time I think that it will be properly alright”.

My theory as to what happened is that Arthur was was on a
military exercise while his leg was still injured. He then got wet
and it could have been an inconvenience or even painful to
change his uniform while his leg was injured, so he elected to do
his duty and finish the exercise. This lowered his body
temperature causing hypothermia which weakened his immune
system allowing the bacteria, virus, or fungi that typically cause
pneumonia to take hold.

I l l n e s s
a n d  D e a t h  
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t i m e l i n e  o f
A r t h u r ’ s  d e a t h

D A T E : 0 1 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  
L E T T E R  R E C E I V E D

T R A N S C R I P T I O N
Military Hospital
Shorncliffe
1.12.24

Dear Mrs Snow,
Your son Sapper Snow
was admitted into this
hospital last evening & he
is seriously ill. You
may rest assured
that everything is
being done for him &
I hope in a few days
to be able to report
some improvement.
There is no immediate

cause for anxiety at
present but I thought
you would like to hear
direct from me about
him.
I shall let you know
by telegram if there
should be any change
for the worse.
He is getting every
possible care and attention.
Yours sincerely
Y. Murphy
Matron
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D A T E : 0 3 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  1 0 : 5 2  A M  
T E L E G R A M  R E C E I V E D   

TRANSCRIPTION
Snow 27 Bryony Rd, Wormholt Estate
Shepards Bush W.12

Regret 1859314 Spr Snow dangerously
ill in Shorncliffe military hospital
eastern command.  If you wish to visit
him but cannot afford expense, take
this telegram to the nearest police
station.

Surgical

Railway warrant issued from Victoria
to Shorncliffe and return.
[illegible]

NOTES
A railway warrant is a voucher issued
for travel on railways for military
personnel free of charge. Here
Arthur’s father, Charles Snow has
claimed the railway warrant to see his
son.
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D A T E : 0 5 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  8 : 1 4  A M  
T E L E G R A M  R E C E I V E D   

TRANSCRIPTION
E. Snow 27 Bryony Rd, Shepards Bush Ldn, W.12

Fighting hard crying mummie mummie. Come Charring Cross one ock, will meet you.

Charlie 

NOTES
Arthur’s father, Charles “Charlie” Snow has sent this telegram to Arthur’s mother, Emily from
Sandgate post office. “ock ” is short for "o'clock”  
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D A T E : 0 5 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  9 : 2 6  A M  
T E L E G R A M  R E C E I V E D   

TRANSCRIPTION
Miss Snow 27 Bryony Rd, Shepards Bush Ldn, W.12

Our darling boy sinking fast, no hope, unconscious, don’t come from broken hearted
Dad.

Charlie

NOTES
Arthur’s father, Charles “Charlie” Snow sent this telegram to Arthur’s sister, Lily
from Sandgate post office only 1 hour, 12 minutes after the previous telegram. Lily
was age 19 in 1924 and will have been looking after Arthur’s youngest sister, 11 year
old Doris while her parents visited Arthur.
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D A T E : 0 6 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  4 : 5 0  P M  
T E L E G R A M  R E C E I V E D   

TRANSCRIPTION
Lily Snow 27 Bryony Road, Shepards Bush London, W.12

No hope for dear Arthur, coming home tonight.

Mum and Dad

NOTES
Arthur’s parents, Charles & Emily Snow sent this telegram to Arthur’s sister, Lily from
Sandgate post office. In a curious decision, Charles & Emily Snow have decided not to be at
their sons bedside until his death. There could be many reasons for this, perhaps the
imminent loss was so immense they could not bear it, or maybe travel was only available at
certain times and they wanted to get home to comfort Lily.
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D A T E : 0 7 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  
T E L E G R A M  R E C E I V E D   

TRANSCRIPTION
Please inform Mr. Snow of 27 Bryony Rd, Wormholt Estate,  Shepards Bush, that his son died
at 3am this morning.
Will he please say if he wishes a military funeral at Shorncliffe or for the body to be sent
home. 

NOTES
A telegram no parent would ever want to read. I’ve not been able to find out any
information on this style of telegram but it has been sent from the Military Hospital
Shorncliffe directly to the local police station who then sent an officer to hand deliver this
telegram. Charles Snow decided on a military funeral at Shorncliffe for Arthur.
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D A T E : 0 8 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  9 : 3 4  A M  
T E L E G R A M  R E C E I V E D   

TRANSCRIPTION
Snow 28 Bryony Rd,  Shepards Bush.

My deepest sympathy can I help?

George and Mr Platt 

NOTES
This telegram has come from London City post office. Likely to be family friends offering to
help with funeral arrangments but note that the address is incorrect. It should be 27 Bryony
Rd not 28.
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D A T E : 0 8 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  4 : 4 1  P M  
T E L E G R A M  R E C E I V E D   

TRANSCRIPTION
Snow 27 Bryony Rd, Shepards Bush,
London 

Funeral will be at Shorncliffe in  
eastern command at 2 o’clock on
Wednesday.  If you wish to attend and
cannot afford expense, take this
telegram to the nearest police station.

Surgical

Railway warrant issued from Charring
Cross to Shorncliffe and return.
[illegible] 83T.

NOTES
The Snow family has claimed the
railway warrant to attend Arthur’s
funeral. The date of Arthur’s funeral
was 10/12/1924.
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D A T E : 0 9 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  
L E T T E R  R E C E I V E D

TRANSCRIPTION

62 Seabrook Rd,

Hythe

Kent

Dec 9

Dear Mrs Snow,

As I am on leave I

only heard yesterday of the

very sad death of your son

who has been with me now

In the 9’ Coy for some months.

I am just writing these few

lines to express to you and

your family my very deep

sympathy in your great loss

and I know that all my

officers, NCO’s and sappers

will wish to join with me

In these sentiments of very

real regret at such a

premature end to a promising

young life. I am sure you

will realise as so many of

us did during the war who

lost brothers & sons that

they have been taken from

us young and active because

they are wanted for better

work elsewhere. It is the

only way to look on it.

He was a very nice boy

and I had a high opinion

of him, always cheerful and

ready for anything.

Believe me when I send

you my very deep sympathy.

Yours sincerely,

Arthur B. Clough

OC. 9’ Fld Coy RE

Arthur Butler Clough (1888-1989), a Brigadier, was born in Lanarkshire, educated at the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, and

commissioned into the Royal Engineers in 1909. He was a Lieutenant in Nigeria at the outbreak of the war in 1914 and was sent to the

Cameroons. He was sent home from West Africa in 1916, and served on the Western Front until the end of the war.

A memoir for Arthur Butler Clough in the Royal Engineers Journal August 1989 can be found at
https://www.borneo.name/maps/GSGS/Brigadier_A_B_Clough_CBE_MC_SGM.pdf

NOTES
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A r t h u r ’ s  f u n e r a l

W E D N E S D A Y  1 0 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  
S H O R N C L I F F E  M I L I T A R Y  C E M E T E R Y
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The epitaph on Arthur’s grave in the photo below reads; in memoriam, Arthur Charles Snow, Sapper Royal
Engineers, Died 7th December 1924 Age 20 Years R.I.P, Erected by his comrades of the 9th Field Coy. R. E.
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f u n e r a l  a f t e r m a t h
t i m e l i n e

D A T E : 1 1 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  
L E T T E R  R E C E I V E D
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D A T E : 1 3 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  
L E T T E R  R E C E I V E D   
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D A T E : 1 4 / 1 2 / 1 9 2 4  
L E T T E R  R E C E I V E D   

TRANSCRIPTION

Military Hospital

Shorncliffe

14.12.24

Dear Mrs Snow,

Thank you for your

kind letter, & I offer you my

deepest sympathy in this

very sad loss of your dear

boy. It was a very

real pleasure to us to

do anything for him

in his last illness &

he was such a very

good boy & so little

trouble. We all hoped

that the Doctors efforts

would succeed in curing

him but God was

pleased to take him in

his holy innocence

to heaven so we must

all be resigned.

I do hope you keep well

and are not fretting too

much. You have the

consolation of knowing

that everything possible

was done for your dear

one & that he is now

in Heaven.

I hope Mr Snow got all 

Certificates In good time.

With my kind wishes to 

you both & again my

best thanks for your letter

Yours sincerely

Y. Murphy

Matron

This letter has been written by the same matron that wrote the first letter on page 34. This letter was very hard to transcribe and was

only possible with the kind help of the rootschat.com handwriting deciphering & recognition forum. It appears that the matron was

very religious and possibly quite old given the handwriting style. "Holy Innocences" is a common religious prayer & the liturgical "Feast

of the Holy Innocents" is 28 December.
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https://www.rootschat.com/forum/handwriting-deciphering-recognition/


D A T E : 0 9 / 0 3 / 1 9 2 5  
L E T T E R  R E C E I V E D

Unfortunalty there was no drawing of the proposed memorial included in the documents so the family must have made

changes and returned the drawing as requested. This could be referencing the epitaph on the photograph on page 43

but that photo is not dated.
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n e w s p a p e r
d e a t h  n o t i c e s
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A r t h u r ’ s  d e a t h
c e r t i f i c a t e

This certified copy of Arthur’s death certificate was requested by my mother Jacqueline Chudley in 2011 to confirm the cause

of death during family tree research.  
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T h e n  a n d  N o w

S H O R N C L I F F E  M I L I T A R Y  C E M E T E R Y
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The funeral procession photogpaher  stood on
the B2063 across the road from the entrance to
Shorncliffe Military Cemetery.

The background earth mound is Sir John
Moore’s original earth redoubt now covered by
woodland.

In the photo on the right is the same spot but
facing right, where you can see cemetery gates. 
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A r t h u r ’ s  g r a v e
t o d a y

S H O R N C L I F F E  M I L I T A R Y  C E M E T E R Y
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